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Foreign fathers face frustrating fight

for access to their
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It has been two years since Anatol
Jung last saw his children.

In 2013, the German native’s
Ukrainian wife took their first son
on a trip to Ukraine. She never
returned. At the time, she was preg-
nant with their second son.

Jung has spent over six years fight-
ing to have a relationship with his
children. Under the best conditions,
he was allowed to see them for six
hours per month in his ex-wife’s
presence. Under the worst, he went
years without seeing them.

“No one ever accused me of being
a bad father,” Jung told the Kyiv Post.
However, “she denies me access, she
denies my (child) support, and she
has quiet support from the Soviet-
minded authorities.”

Jung is far from alone. In Ukraine,
thousands of fathers say that their
former partners have prevented
them from being part of their chil-
dren’s lives, according to lawyers
who have represented such disputes.
The fathers find themselves tangled
up years of court hearings.

But while Ukraine’s confusing
legal system and byzantine bureau-
cracy are perplexing for anyone, they
are especially mystifying for foreign
fathers who often don't know the
language.

Even when courts rule in their
favor, it hardly helps. Legal experts
say Ukraine has a longstanding prob-
lem with failing to enforce court
decisions — particularly in custody
battles, child abduction cases, and
cases that blur the line between the
two. The culprits are the country’s
weak judiciary, ineffective police, and
biased local government committees.

The Kyiv Post tried to contact
mothers who allegedly kept their
kids from their dads, but only one
responded and consented to an
interview. Jung’s ex-wife refused
to answer her door, despite being
home when the Kyiv Post came to
ask for her comment, and didnt
answer requests for comment sent
via Facebook.

Love gone wrong

Jung met his future wife, Iryna Jung,
while hiking in Crimea in 2010. They
were married in Kyiv and had their
first son, Emil, there. The couple
then moved to Munich County in
Germany, where Jung worked as a
safety engineer.

But after giving birth, Jung said
that his wife became increasingly
paranoid.

“She thought everybody would
steal the boy,” said Jung. “I was so
shocked.”

In late May 2013 — with another
boy, Elias, on the way — Iryna Jung
said she wanted to visit Ukraine with
Emil for six weeks. Those six weeks
passed, but she never returned.

After failing to convince her to
come back with their son, in 2013
Jung filed an official child return
claim with Ukraine’s Ministry of
Justice through Germany’s Federal

Justice Agency, pursuant to the
Hague Convention on International
Child Abduction. Both countries are
signatories to this international trea-
ty, which mandates a child’s imme-
diate return to his or her “country of
habitual residence.”

Emil is a German citizen as well
as Ukrainian. However, Ukraine does
not recognize foreign citizenship sta-
tus for Ukrainian citizens.

Ukrainian  authorities  didn't
respond to Jung’s claim for over a
year. Eventually, the Pechersk District
Court ordered Emil's immediate
return in 2014, but no one enforced
it. Then, the Kyiv Court of Appeals
scrapped the repatriation order, say-
ing that Emil and Elias — who never
lived in Germany — belong with their
mother.

“My elder son is very undeveloped.
He needs medical treatment. He has
private German healthcare, but he
can't get it,” said Jung.

Jung tried to appeal to every
legal and state agency he could
find. Since Iryna lived in Kyiv's
Solomyansky District, the local Child
Affairs Service conducted a hearing
without Jung’s input and recom-
mended allowing Jung to visit the
boys for six hours each month. He
flew in from Germany each month
to do so, but says Iryna was unhappy
with this arrangement.

A phone video taken by Jung
during one visit shows Iryna snatch-
ing one of the boys away from him
while complaining that Jung paid no
child support.

But Jung says he switched to
paying through his lawyer, which
required Iryna to sign for it. But he
says she refused to sign any docu-
ments, fearing deception. Lawyer
Yevhen Pronin, who worked with
Jung, confirmed this information.

Iryna refused to speak with the
Kyiv Post but was once cornered by

Anatol Jung on an outing with his son Emil in Germany in -
2013, before Emil was permanently taken back to Ukraine by

is mother. (Courtesy of Anatol Jung) = = -

a television crew from the Ukrainian
Channel 1+1. She told the 1+1 jour-
nalist that Jung is a Nazi sympathizer,
doesnt want the children, and just
“wants revenge for Germany'’s defeat
in World War IL” Jung denied these
allegations.

Eventually, she stopped allowing
Jung to visit, either leaving the apart-
ment or locking the door before he
came. Jung says he has complained
to local authorities 42 times about
it. Police documents confirm his
complaints, but the authorities told
him that it would be impossible
to enforce his visitation rights. The
Solomyansky District Court wasn't
any more helpful.

A flurry of court cases, letters to
the Ukrainian president and prime
minister, and appeals to the German
government and international bodies
also bore no results, Jung said.

Local problem

There are tens of thousands of sim-
ilar cases in the country, only the
vast majority don't involve foreign
fathers, according to legal experts.

One problem is Ukraine’s ongo-
ing court reform, says Jung’s lawyer
Pronin. Almost all cases are delayed
for years as they move from judge
to judge.

Additionally, the parent restrict-
ing access to the child often uses
various procedural options to inten-
tionally delay judicial proceedings for
over a year, according to the Justice
Ministry.

Even when the court reaches a
decision in favor of the father, the
ruling is seldom fulfilled.

The Justice Ministry frequent-
ly cannot enforce court decisions
because it cannot establish a child’s
whereabouts, or because one par-
ent is restricting access to govern-
ment agents, the ministry’s press
service told the Kyiv Post in a written

response.

Indeed, some fathers had to find
their children using journalists or
conducting their own investigations.

Several men told the Kyiv Post that
when they turned to the police, some
officers demanded bribes, while oth-
ers were sympathetic but still did
nothing.

After all these delays, “the child
has already become accustomed to
its new environment,” the Justice
Ministry’s press service wrote.

Activists condemn both the actions
of defendant parents and court inac-
tion as violations of the child’s right
to grow up knowing both parents.

“If you look at it from the parents’
point of view, they definitely have
equal rights and responsibilities,”
said Dmitry Bely, a Ukrainian activ-
ist and volunteer who helps dads
in family abduction cases. “But it’s
never seen from the point of view
of the child. Regardless of what the
mom wants, a child has the right
to uninterrupted contact with the
father.”

Bely and Pronin both said that the
problem is compounded by the fact
that local childcare committees are
staffed almost entirely by women,
who they think are inclined to side
with mothers.

Bely also lost access to his child,
but managed to regain the abili-
ty to see her relatively quickly by
Ukrainian standards — in just over
one year.

‘I was lucky,” he said. “Many
fathers aren't.”

Hard-fought compromise
Uwe also fought his way through
Ukrainian bureaucracy. The German
citizen asked for his last name to
not be used, fearing retribution
from the Ukrainian government for
speaking against it. After his partner
Alla moved back to Ukraine with

krainian children

their daughter in 2013, Uwe said he
tried to convince her to come back.
When this failed, he launched a
child abduction complaint under the
Hague convention, which Ukraine
did not follow, he said.

“For the first four years, I couldn’t
even communicate with my daugh-
ter,” said Uwe, who told Kyiv Post
of combing through the streets of
Kyiv and Alla’s small hometown in
western Ukraine, desperately looking
for them. "I can't tell you what goes
on in your brain when your child is
missing.”

Uwe said he filed many police
reports, which got him nowhere.
Court hearings were sometimes
called without him ever being noti-
fied or giving him very short notice
to fly in from Germany. Courts said
he missed deadlines when he didn't.
Uwe alleged that Alla’s father, an offi-
cial at a local children affairs service,
intervened to impede Uwe’s case.

This futile battle took years. The
German says he passed through
each kind of court twice: trial,
appeals, and cassation. He lost his
first case, won his appeal, but then
cassation sent his case back to first
instance. Even after going through
all three instances again, he was not
able to establish contact with his
daughter. Meanwhile, Alla was hid-
ing from him.

Alla met with the Kyiv Post, but
refused to provide her last name,
saying she would be ashamed in
front of her friends and family if
her personal struggle was publicized.
She said that she found the flurry of
courts and paperwork bewildering —
the same as it was for Uwe.

She added that she limited con-
tact because she was afraid of the
intensity with which Uwe sought his
daughter's return, even though he
had never treated them badly. Alla
said she feared that Uwe would take
the girl and not allow her to return —
the same thing Uwe accused Alla of
doing.

“Sometimes, maybe 1 think
I shouldn’t have done that,” she said
of going into hiding. “I legitimately
thought that she would be taken
away. My mother’s instinct kicked
in... We were just emotional. We
were both desperate.”

A team of German television jour-
nalists helped Uwe track down Alla
and their daughter to the Kyiv dormi-
tory where they lived in 2017. At that
point, Alla gave in and voluntarily
made an arrangement with Uwe to
let him visit his daughter. He bought
a nearby apartment in Kyiv and now
visits his daughter, buying her what
she needs. She is now seven years
old. He hadn't interacted with her for
four years of her life.

Uwe was always a good dad and
remains one to date, Alla told the
Kyiv Post. Uwe confirmed that they
are on good terms now but he
remains haunted by memories of
his battle.

Still, his story ended better than
some others. While Bely and Uwe
get to see their kids, Jung is still
struggling.

“The entire system is broken,”
Jung said. B
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AIK YKpaiHa BUxoauTb 3 nagy iHo3emHux 6aTbKiB

Irop Kocos, Enb3a KoypT. OnybnikosaHo B Kyiv Post 14 6epesHs.

MWHYNO ABa POKM 3 TOFO MOMEHTY, AK AHaToNb KOHr ocTaHHIM pa3om 6aymB CBOIX giTeN.

Y 2013 poui yKpaiHKa, Moro gpy*uHa, B3ana NepLoro CMHa y noi3axky B YKpaiHy 3 HimeuunHu. Ane
He nosepHynaca. Y Toi Yac BoHa Bxe byna BariTHa A4pyroto AUTUHOH.

tOHr nposiB binblwe wecTn pokiB y 60poTbbi, 32 NpaBo Ha CNiAKyBaHHA 3i CBOIMMU AiTbMU. Y
Kpawomy BWMMNAAKy MOMY rapaHTyBanocs 6auMTu iX WIiCTb FrOAWMH Ha MicAUub Yy NPUCYTHOCTI
KOJINWHbOI APYXMHU. ANle NPONLWAN POKK, | AHaTONb He BaunB CBOIX AiTel B3arani.

“MeHe HiXTo He 3BMHYyBayyBaB Yy TOMY, WO A 6yB noraHMm 6aTbKom”, - ckasas tOHr. MpoTe, "BOHa
BiAMOB/IAE MeHi B A4OCTyni, BOHa BiAMOBAAE B MOilM (4iTAM) nigTpumui, i BOHa Ma€e HernacHy
NiaATPUMKY 3 BOKY NPOPaAAHCLKOT CUCTEMM OMiKK".

AHaTonb HOHr ganeko He oguH. B YKpaiHi TUcadi 6aTbKiB roBopATb, WO iXHi KOAULWHI NapTHepwu
nepeLKoaXKatTb iMm OYTM YaCTUHOO KUTTA CBOIX AiTel. TaK CTBEPAKYIOTb afBOKATH, AKi bepyTbca
3a CNpasu 3 TAKMMU cynepeykamm, a 6aTbKM 3aCTPAOTb Y AOBIMX POKaX CY40BUX CTYXaHHAX.

B Tol Yac, KONKM yKpaiHCbKa lopuMAanYHaA cucTema i BopoKpaTia BBOAUTb B OMaHy byab-Koro, ue
0cob61BO BN/IMBAE Ha baTbKiB-iHO3eMLiB, AKIi MaloTb MOBHUI Bap’ep.

HaBiTb KoM cyaM NpMnMatoTb NO3UTUBHI PiLLEHHA LWOAO YYacTi Y BUXOBaHHI AiTel, ue HaBpas un
ponomarae. Ekcneptn 3 npaBoOBMX MUTaHb roBopATb, WO YKpaiHa Mae gasHiO npobnemy 3
HEBWKOHAHHAM CYyA0BUX pPilleHb - 30Kpema, y cnpasax Npo nepeLkoam Ha CiJIkyBaHHA 3 O4HUM 3
6aTbKiB, Yy BMNaAKax BUKPAAeHHA pAiTel. BMHOW ULbOMY € HeAOCKOHana CyAoBa CUCTEMA,
HeedEeKTMBHI gii noAiuii i ynepegxeHi micLesi opraHM BUKOHaBYOi Bnagu.

KyivPost Hamaranucsa 3B'A3aTvcs 3 MaTepsiMu, siKi YTPUMYIOTb CBOIX AiTen Bif, 6aTbKiB, ase TibKK
O/lHa 3 HUX noroaunack Ha 6ecigy. KonnwHa apy>knHa AHatons tOHra BigmoBMaaca ChinkyBaTUCs
KyivPost, He3Ba)katoum Ha Te, WO BOHa bysia BAoma, Konu KyivPost npocunu ii npokomeHTyBaTH
CUTyauito, i He BiANOBINa HA 3aNWUTK, HagicnaHi Yepe3 mepexy Facebook.
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o608 niwna He TaKk

FOHr 3ycTpiB cBOKO ManbyTHIO ApYyKUHY, |puHy HOHr, nig vac noxoais y Kpum y 2010 poui. BoHu
oapy*unuca B Kuesi, Tam HapogmecAa nepwuin cuH - Eminb. loTim napa nepeixana Ao
MtoHxeHCcbKoro okpyry B HimeuuuHi, ae KOHr npautoBas iHXXeHepom 3 6e3neku.

«Ane nicna nonoris, IpMHa ctaBana Bce 6inblue NnapaHoivyHOW. BoHa Aymana, L0 BCi XO4YTb BKPACTH
X/IONYMKa, A 6YB LLOKOBaHUM» - Kaxe HOHT.

HanpwukiHui TpasHAa 2013 pokKy, BXKe 3 APYrUM X10N4MKOM - Eniacom, IpnHa KOHr cKasana, wo xo4e
BiABigaTN YKpaiHy 3 Eminem wictb TMXKHIB. LLICTb TUKHIB MWUHYAM, ane BOHA TaK i He NoBepHyaca
[0 HimeuyuunHu.

Konu He Baanoca nepekoHaTu ii noBepHyTMCA 3 iXHiM cuHOM, ¥y 2013 poui AHaTonb KOHr noaas
odiuinHy 3aaBy Ao MiHicTepcTBa tocTuuii YKpaiHn 4yepe3 ®depepanbHe areHTCTBO HOCTULT
HimeyumHM npo noBepHEHHA AUTUHKM BIANOBIAHO A0 [aa3bKOi KOHBEHLUii NpO MiXHapogHe
BUKPaAeHHsA aitei. Obmnasi KpaiHW Nignnucanm MixkKHapoaHWIA AOroBip, AKNIA nepeabavae HeranHe
NOBEPHEHHA AUTUHM 40 CBOEI KKPATHM 3BUYAMHOIO NPOMKUBAHHAY.

Eminb HOHr € rpomagaHMHOM HimeuyunHn, a TakoXK yKpaiHuem. OgHak YKpaiHa He BM3HAE CTaTyC
rpomagaHnHa YKpaiHu 3 iHO3eMHUM rPOMagAHCTBOM.

YKpaiHcbKa B/laga He pearysasia Ha 3BepHeHHa HOHra bGinblie poky. 3pewToto, lNevyepcbKuin
pPaloHHWUI cyn po3nopaamMBCA HeranHo NoBepHyTM Eming 8 2014 poui, ane pilleHHA BUKOHAHE He
6yno. Motim KMiBCbKMI anensuinHMn cyd CKacyBaB pilLeHHA MPO MOBEPHEHHSA, 3aABMBLUK, LLO
Eminb Ta Eniac, AKi HiIKOAK He }Xunm B HimevunHi, HanexaTb maTtepi.

- Mit cTapLInii CMH ay»Ke Hepo3BMHEHUI. BiH noTpebye meanyHoi gonomoru. BiH notpebye i moxe
OTPMMATU NPUBATHY HiIMELbKY MeagNYHy A0NOMOry», - CKa3aB HOHr.

tOHr 3BepTaBcA [0 6araTbOX LPUAMYHUX Ta AEPHKABHUX AareHTCTB, AKi Mir 3HaUTU. OCKinbkKM IpuHa
*nna B Conom'aHcbKOMy palioHi micta Knesa, cnyxba y cnpasax giter CONOMAHCbKOro panoHy
nposoauna cnyxaHHa 6e3 npucytHocTi KOHra i pekomeHaysana FOHry BiABiAYyBATM XIONYUKIB AnLLe
LWiCTb FOAMH KOXHOro MicAaua. BiH npuirkaxkas 3 HimeyunHu womicaus gns uboro, ane lpuHa 6yna
He3a40B0/1eHa NOAIOHUM PilLeHHAM.

Bineo 3 TenedoHy, 3pobneHe KOHrom nig yac og4HOro Bi3UTY, MOKA3YE, WO |p1HA BUXONJIHOE OAHOTO
3 XN10MU,iB Bif HbOro, CKap»Kaymcb Ha Te, Wwo KOHr He NAaTUTb asliMEeHT!.

Ta AHaTonb FOHT Kake, Lo 6aXkae HagaBaTk A4ONOMOrY Yepes CBOro aZBoKaTa, Wwo notpebye 3roam
IpuHK, ane BoHa BigmoBMANach Big 6yab-aKkoi gonomoru, nobotorounce o0bmaHy. AgBokaTt €BreH
MpoHiH, AKMI npautoe 3 AHaTonem FOHrom, nigTBEpPAMB Lo iHPpopMaLito.

IpuHa BiamoBunacs rosoputh 3 KyivPost, asie Konucb cnisikyBasiaca 3 Tenesi3iliHoK nporpamoto 3
YKpaiHCbKOro KaHany «1 + 1». BoHa cKa3ana »KypHanictam KaHany «1 + 1», wo KOHr € HauucTom,
He xo4ye 6aunTK aiTen, i «kxoue NOMCTUTUCA 3@ NopasKy HimeuunHu y [pyrili CBiTOBIM BilHI». 3BiCHO,
FOHr cnpocTyBaB Ui TBEpArKEHHSA.

BpewTi-pewwT, BOHa nepecTana Ao3sonat KOHry BiaBiayBaTh AiTen B3arani, NOKMAAKUYM KBAPTUPY
abo 3aMMKalouynCb Y Hill, nepw HiX BiH npuxoge. FOHT Karke, WO 42 pasn CKap*KUBCA Ha Le
MicLLeBMM opraHam Bnaau. MoniuencbKi NPOTOKOAWM MiATBEPANKYIOTb MOro CKapru, ane opraHu
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B/laAM BignoBigaloTb MOMY, LLO HEMOXK/AMBO 3abe3neynTn AOTPUMAHHA CBOIX 3aKOHHMX MpaB
BifABiAyBaHHA AiTel. PiueHHA Conom'AsHCbKOro paloHHOro cyay 6inbll He Aonomarae.

CynoBi cnpaBu, IMCTU A0 YKPATHCbKOro npesuieHTa i Npem'ep-MiHiCTpa, a TaKOXK 3BEPHEHHSA A0
HiMeUbKOoro ypagy i Mi*KHapOAHMX OPraHiB TaKOXX He NPMHECAN pe3ybTaTiB, CKaszas HOHr.

MicueBa npobnema

FOHr He eanHKMIA B YKpaiHi. B YKpaiHi € TMcAYi nogibHMxX BMNaAKiB, Ta nepeBarkHa GiNblicTb He
CTOCYETbCA iHO3EMHUX HaTbKiB, BBaXKalOTb €KCNEPTU 3 NPAaBOBUX NMUTAHb.

OpaHieto 3 npobnem € cynosa pedopma B YKpaiHi, Karke agBoKaT lOHra — €sreH MpoHiH. Maitke Bci
CNpaBu 3aTATYIOTbCA Ha POKM, KOJIM BOHW NepexoanTh Big cyai Ao cyaa,.

Kpim Toro, 6atbKu, AKi 06mexyroTb AOCTYN A0 ANUTUHU, YaCTO BUKOPUCTOBYHOTb Pi3Hi NpoueaypHi
XUTPOLL, Wo6 HaBMUCHO 3aTATHYTU CyA0BUI npouec binble poKy, Le aaHi MiHicTepcTBa rocTuu;i.

HagiTb ToAi, KON cya NpuiiMac pilleHHsA Ha KOPUCTb 6aTbKa - TaKe pPilleHHs PiaKo BUKOHYETbCA!

MiHicTepcTBO HOCTMLIi YacTO He MOXKe BMKOHYBATW CYAOBi PillEHHA, OCKiNbKM abo He morKe
BCTAHOBUTU MiCLLE3HAXOAKEHHA ANTUHM, abO TOMy, WO oaMH 3 HATbKIB NPOCTO 06MENKYE A0CTYN
BMKOHABLLiB, NOBIAOMAAE Npec-CNyKba MiHicTepcTBa B MMCbMOBIN BigNoBiAi.

[incHo, neAki 6aTbKM 3HaXOASATb CBOIX AiTel, BAKOPMUCTOBYIOUM XKYPHA/ICTIB abo NpoBoAATb BNACHI
po3cnigyBaHHA.

JekKinbKka yonosikis nosigomunun KyivPost, Lo Koan BoHM 3BepTanmca Ao noAiuii, geski odiuepwm
noniuii Bumaranm xabapa, iHWi - cniBYyBaan, ane Hi4oro He pobunu.

AK Bignosina npec-cnykb6a MiHicTepcTBa HOCTULIT - «AMTUHE BXKe 3BMKNA A0 CBOr0 HOBOrO
cepenoBuLLAY.

AKTMBICTM 3acyKyOTb HEMPABOMIPHI Aii 6aTbKiB i 6e34ia1bHICTb CYA0BOi CUCTEMMU, AK MOPYLUEHHA
npasa AUTUHU POCTK, 3HAOUYN 060X BaTbKiB.

"AIKWo BM NoAMBMTECA HA Lie 3 NPaBOBOI TOYKM 30py 6aTbKiB, TO BOHM 6E3YMOBHO MatOTb PiBHi
npasa i 060B'A3KM WOA0 AUTUHN", - NOBIAOMAAE YKPATHCbKUIA aKTUBICT | BONOHTEp AMmuTpo binuii,
AKUI gonomarae 6aTbKam y cnpaBax NPo YCYHEHHA NepeLIKoa, Ha BUXOBAHHSA.

«Ane BNaflol0 HIKOM He PO3rnAgaceTbCA cnip 6aTbkiB 3 TOYKM 30py AUTUHU, AK NPABO Ha
CninKyBaHHA 3 o6oma 6baTbKaMmu. HesanexkHo Bif, TOro, xode TOro Mmama, Yu Hi - AUTUHA 3aBXKAM MaE
npaBo Ha be3nocepeaHiin KOHTAKT 3 oboma 6aTbKamm».

Omutpo Binuii i €sreH MPOHIH CKa3anu, Wwo npobnema yCKNagHAETbCA TUM, LLO MiCLEeBi opraHu
OMNiKM NOBHICTIO YKOMMNAEKTOBAHI XiHKaMW, AKi, Ha IXHIO AYMKY, CXMNAOTLCA HA CTOPOHY MaTepiB.

OMUTpo Binnii TaKoXK y MUHY/IOMY BTPATMB [OCTYN A0 CBOEI AUTUHM, ane BCTUT BigHOBUTU
3[aTHICTb CNiNKYBATMUCA Ta BUXOBYBATU AUTUHY BiAHOCHO LUBUAKO 33 YKPAiHCbKMMU CTaHAAPTaMMm
- BCbOro TPOXM Ginblue 3a 04AWH piK.

«MeHi nowactuno, ane 6aratbom 6aTbKam Hi» - CKa3aB BiH.
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Ba)XKkuit Komnpomic

Himeup YBe Takox npobusca yepes yKpaiHCbKy BtopokpaTito. F[pomagaHuH HimeyunHu nonpocms
He 3ragysaTu oro npissuwe, 60aunch BiANNATHM Bif YKpaiHCbKOI BNagm 3a BUCTYN NpoTH Hel. MNicas
TOro, AK Moro napTtHep Anna noBepHynacb B YKpaiHy 3 aoykoto B 2013 poui, YBe HamaraBscsa
nepeKoHaTu il NoBepHYTUCA Ha3ah. Ta KoM ue He BAANOCA, BiH NOAAB CKapry Npo BUKpPageHHA
Aitel BignosiaHo MNaa3bKin KOHBEHLII, IKY YKpaiHa He BUKOHana.

"MepLui YOTMPKU POKK A HABITb HE MIT CMiSIKYBATMCA 3 AOYKOK", - CKa3aB YBe, AKNiA noBigomms, WO
KyivPost npouicye Bynunui Kmuesa i pigHoro micta Annu Ha 3axigHin YKpaiHi, Big4aiaywHo WyKaoum
ix. "fl He MOXKY CKa3aTu Bam, WO BiAOYBAETHCA Y BalLOMY MO3KY, KO/IX Balla AMTUHA BiacyTHA".

YBe cKkasas, Wo BiH Mae 6arato NnoniuencbKunx 3BiTiB, AKi MOMy Hivoro He gatoTb. Cya0Bi CAyXaHHA
iHOAi NPOBOAMANCA, HE MOBIAOMAAYM MOr0 a0 AaBann MOMY Ay»Ke KOPOTKMUI Yac, Wwob BuneTitm
3 HimeyunHu. Cygn 3aABuAM, WO BiH NPONYCTUB TEPMiHM, KOAM BiH LbOro He 3pobus. YBe
CTBEPAKYBAB, WO H6AaTbKO ANNN, YUHOBHUK MiCLEBOT CyXKOM y cnpaBax giTel, BTpyTMBCA, W06
nepewkoanTn cnpasi Yse.

Lla mapHa 6opoTbba TpnBana poku. HimeLb roBOpUTb, LLLO BiH NPOXOAMNB YEpe3 KOXKHUI eTan cyay
ABivi: neply iHCTaHUit0, anenauinHy Ta KacauinHy ckapry. BiH nporpas nepuy iHCTaHL,it0, BUrpaB
CBOIO anesiALito, asie NOoTiM KacaliliHa cnpasBa NOBEpPHY/Ia MOro cnpasy A0 Nepwoi iHCTaHui. Ane
HaBiTb MiCNA TOro, AK BiH 3HOBY MPOMLIOB BCi TPW iHCTaHLLji, BiH HE 3Mir BCTAHOBUTM KOHTAKT 3i
CBOEIO A04YKOI. Tm yacom Anna xoBanaca Big HbOro.

Anna 3yctpinacsa 3 KyivPost, ane BigmoBnnaca Hagatv nNpissuLLEe, CKa3asLK, WO i 6yae cCOpoMHO
nepea cBoiMn Apy3amu Ta Cim'eto, AKLLO i NpuBaTHI cnpaBu byayTb onpuntoaHeHi. BoHa ckasana,
LLLO 3HAWMLLINA WKBAAN CyAiB i NanepoBuX AOKYMEHTIB 34MBYBAHHA - TaK Camo, AK Le byno gna Yse.

TakoX BOHa 404ana, Wo obmexkyBasa KOHTaKT AUTUHM 3 BaTbKom, 60 Bosinaca HanonernMBocTi, 3
AKOIO YBe XOTiB MOBEPHEHHA A0YKM, XO4a BiH HIKOIM He NOBOAMBCA 3 HUMM NOraHo. Ansa ckasana,
o 6osanacs, wo Yee BisbMe AUTUHY i HE A03BOINTL i1 MOBEPHYTUCA. YBE TaKoX 3BMHYBayyBaB
Anny B LuboOMy.

"IHoai A Aymato, Wo A He Mana Uboro pobutn", - ckasana BoHa. «fA Aymana, Wo gUTUHY BiabepyTb
Ha 3aKOHHMX NigcTaBax. MeHe 0XONUB iIHCTUHKT MaTepPUHCTBA... Mu 6yam npocto emouinHumu. Mu
obuasa 6ynu BigvanaywHi”.

KomaHaa HimeubKUX TenexXypHanicTis Aonomorna Yee BUCTEXKUTU Anay Ta AUTUHY B KUIBCbKOMY
rYPTOXMUTRY, Ae BOHU Xuam B 2017 poui. Toai Anna noctynunaca i 4obpoBifibHO gomoBUAacA 3
YBe, Wob BiH BiABiAaB CBO A04YKY. BiH KynvB KBapTMpy No cyciacTey B KMeBi i Tenep BiaBiaye cBoto
004Ky, 3abe3neyytoun ii BCim, Yum noTpibHo. Tenep i cim pokis. BiH He cnifkyBaBcA 3 AUTUHOK
YOTUPU POKM CBOTO KUTTA.

YBe 3aBXAn OyB XOPOLIMM TAaTOM i 3a/INLLAETLCA TAKMM Ha CbOrOAHILIHIM AeHb. YBe niaTsepams,
IO BOHW MaloTb XOPOLUi BiAHOCMHK, asie MOro nepecnigytoTb cnoragm npo cBoto bopoTbby 3a
OVTUHY.

Tm He meHLW, MOoro icTopisa 3aKiHUMNAca Kpalle, HiX AeAKMX iHWKX 6aTbkis. Xoya AMuUTpo binunn i
YBe 6a4aTb cBOiX AiTei, AHaToNb FOHT BCe Lie bopeTbes.

"Cuctema 3axmcTy nNpas Aiten — He npautoe"” ckasas HOHT.

"Kyiv Post_UA" / Mar 15 2019 Page4of 4



WwWw.Kyivpost.com

March 15, 2019

National 9

Poroshenko In
2014 and 2019

tolerance for
corruption’

Election from page 8

His press service later said he did it
by accident, although it doesn’t look
that way on the video. Later, at the
same rally, he tweaked a man’s nose.

“Go to church, light a candle, for
you are a non-believer. And the Lord
will soothe you,” he said in January
to an activist in Cherkasy Oblast
who asked Poroshenko when he was
going to fight corruption.

In cases like this, Poroshenko
“shows his real side behind the presi-
dential gilded facade,” Kovzhun said.

“He believes he’s the best thing
that has happened to this country,”
Kovzhun added. “But when he sees
that his chances are really shaky, he
gets angry and irritated with people
who don't appreciate him.”

Promises forgotten

Just after coming in power in 2014,
Poroshenko promised to sell most of
his business and fight corruption, fol-
lowing the example of Singapore.

“Start with putting in prison three
of your friends,” he told a newly
appointed Prosecutor General Vitaliy
Yarema in June 2014, quoting the
reformist leader of Singapore, Lee
Kuan Yew.

But in the next five years neither
Yarema’s nor Poroshenko’s friends
and nor any top officials have been
put in jail.

Poroshenko didn't sell his main

Volodymyr Yulia

Zelenskiy

(W S P 1 5%

Petro

business, Roshen confectionery com-
pany, claiming instead that he had
handed it over to a Swiss “blind
trust” that he would not control
His confectionery factory in Russia
stopped working only in 2017.

His own wealth has been increas-
ing in recent years and reached $1.1
billion in 2018, according to the
ranking of the richest Ukrainians by
Novoye Vremya magazine.

Out of all of the unfulfilled prom-
ises, Poroshenko has publicly apolo-
gized only for his failure to stop the
war. He did so in 2018, four years
after being elected.

Nevertheless, during Poroshenko’s
presidency, Ukraine has signed a
political and trade association agree-
ment with the European Union, its
citizens have received visa-free travel
to most of Europe, the country has
cut its gas dependence on Russia,
and the state has moved forward in
decentralization and health reforms.

Poroshenko claims credit for all of
these achievements.

But decentralization, for instance,
is a result of joint efforts by the
president, parliament, government
and “huge financial and advisory
help from the West,” said Valentyna
Romanova, local and regional policy
expert.

Now Poroshenko promises that, if
he is re-elected, Ukraine will apply
for EU membership in 2023.

But this promise is also not likely
to be fulfilled, said Balaz Jarabik, a
nonresident scholar at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace.

“This does not mean that Ukraine

Presidential ratings

This poll shows President Petro Poroshenko
trailing front-runner Volodymyr Zelenskiy and

Yulia Tymoshenko. The poll was
conducted on March 1-7 by Rating
Sociological Group. If
this result holds on
March 31 Election Day,
Poroshenko would get
knocked out in the
first round of voting,
not making it to the
April 21 runoff.

Anatoliy
Tymoshenko Poroshenko Grytsenko

Source: Rating Sociological Group

Yuriy  Oleh
Boyko Lyashko

President Petro Poroshenko poses for a photo with children in Ukrainian national dress in a church in

W
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Zhytomyr, where he came on Jan. 17 to display the tomos, a decree granting independence to Ukraine's
Orthodox Church. Poroshenko toured the country with the tomos to boost his popularity. (Oleg Petrasiuk)

can't become a member of the EU
at some point, but certainly not in
this horizon, and not without more
structural reforms,” he said.

copying Russia
Poroshenko’s relationship  with
Ukraine's Orthodox church is anoth-
er testimony to his metamorphosis.

In 2014, he was a parishioner and
sponsor of a branch of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church that was subordi-
nate to Moscow.

But in 2018, he spearheaded the
process of establishing the Orthodox
Church in Ukraine, which has bro-
ken free of Poroshenko’s former
church. In early 2019, when the
presidential campaign officially start-
ed, Poroshenko was on billboards
all over the country, congratulating
Ukrainians on their new church.
Next to him on the billboards was
Epiphanius, the church’s head.

The Holy Synod of the Orthodox
Church in Ukraine indirectly
endorsed Poroshenko for the presi-
dency on March 5, warning that the
new president should be a person
who “has already shown” he is able
to resist Russia’s aggression.

At the forum of his supporters
where Poroshenko announced his
run for re-election in late January,
screens showed Poroshenko standing
opposite Putin with the words reading
“Either Poroshenko or Putin” — mean-
ing that the victory of any other can-
didate would be a victory for Russia.

This way Poroshenko’s strategists
are trying to create for him the
“image of the main patriot, the only
one who is able to resist Russian
aggression,” Fesenko said.

But because of this trick,
Poroshenko’s campaigning style has
started resembling that of Putin,
Kovzhun said.

“They say if not Poroshenko then
who? This is like ‘There’s no Russia
without Putin,” Kovzhun said, refer-
ring to a slogan used by Putin’s party

CYRLAin the 2016 parliament election in

Russia.

Another feature of Poroshenko’s
2019 campaign is the abundance
of the “Poroshenko trolls,” people
who massively and often aggressive-
ly endorse him on social media, a
tactic that resembles that of Russia’s
paid trolls.

Oleh Medvedev, a spokesman .

of Poroshenko’s campaign, said
Poroshenko has many supporters on

the internet and that their behavior

is no worse than Poroshenko’s critics.
“Do you think that those who

criticize Poroshenko are tender and

non-aggressive?” he said.

slim chances

In May 2014, Poroshenko, the
then-presidential candidate, visited
the famous Privoz food market in
Odesa, a city of 1 million residents
located 500 kilometers south of
Kyiv. He was accompanied by a local
pro-EuroMaidan politician, Eduard
Gurwits, who was then campaigning
for mayor. He was in the midst of
a dense crowd, shaking hands and
taking photos.

On March 2, 2019, by contrast,
Poroshenko was strolling Odesa’s
seafront in the company of Odesa
Mayor Hennadiy  Trukhanov,
who opposed the EuroMaidan
Revolution, has been under criminal
investigation for embezzlement, held
Russian citizenship until 2017 and
is criticized for his “mob-rule” style
of governing the Black Sea port city.

By allying with the mayors of
big cities of eastern and southern
Ukraine, Poroshenko is trying to
compensate for his low personal rat-
ing there, regardless of the fact that
their pro-Russian reputation may
contradict his nationalistic discourse,
Kovzhun explained.

“Walking with Trukhanov, a
Russian citizen, it may seem disgrace-
ful from my point of view as a citizen,”
he said. “But then I realize that if
I had to advise Poroshenko I would
tell him to do exactly the same thing”

But even these efforts may not be
enough for Poroshenko.

Fesenko said it will be especially
hard for him to defeat Zelenskiy
because the majority of Russian-
speaking Ukrainians will see
Poroshenko as a “representative of
the party of war.”

“I dont know how Poroshenko
can win in the second round in a fair
way,” Kovzhun said.

Poroshenko’s advisers likely under-
stand this problem, trying to shift his
campaign in promoting his fight

against poverty, a common problem
for the entire country, which is one
of the poorest in Europe.

The central and local governments
have already started delivering spe-
cial cash subsidies to people in
low-income households, and it has
been claimed that Poroshenko’s sup-
porters have benefited from this the
most.

Ukraine’s top cop, Interior Minister
Arsen Avakov, who reportedly has a
conflict with Poroshenko, described
in a recent interview with the
ICTV television channel a scheme
for bribing voters allegedly run by
Poroshenko’s campaign workers. He
said they had been singling out the
president’s supporters in order to
pay them for their loyalty — Hr 1,000
($37) each of special subsidies from
local budget funds.

Medvedev, Poroshenko’s campaign
spokesman, called the allegations of
bribing the voters “groundless.”

Deja vu

On March 13, Poroshenko walked
along dozens of people shouting
“Shame!” at him in Chernihiv. “See,
how they meet the president. Shame
on you,” he shouted back at them in
irritation.

Poroshenko has come in for mas-
sive criticism after the Nashi Groshi
investigative project revealed that his
long-term ally and business partner
Oleg Hladkovskiy and his son Ihor
were allegedly for years profiteering
on defense sector, which cost state
budget millions of dollars losses.

Poroshenko eventually fired
Hladkovskiy. But now, instead of
stressing his achievements in devel-
opment of the army, he has had to
answer accusations of robbing it.

And for this he had a tried-and-test-
ed phrase. In interview to ICTV chan-
nel on March 11, Poroshenko prom-
ised “zero tolerance for corruption.”

He used exactly the same phrase
after casting his ballot on March
25, 2014, the day he was elected
president. ®
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